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The Learning Support Department is responsible for 
ensuring appropriate educational provision for all 
SEND students within the school. Mike Hardwick is the 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO),  
and ensures that students with individual needs are 
identified to all staff by providing an IEP (Individual 
Education Plan).  There is an up-to-date register 
of these students. IEPs are issued as the register 
changes, after discussion with parents/carers, and 
include students’ individual targets to work on in the 
classroom. Within a large school population there 
is no clear demarcation in the continuum of special 
educational need. Promoting the view that all staff 
and all departments have responsibility to their 
students irrespective of their abilities is, therefore, a 
key component to the Learning Support Department’s 
work. The raising of awareness and the development 
of differentiated materials and teaching approaches 
will be of benefit to all students whether requiring 
support or not. The Learning Support Department 
provides a base and resources for students who 
require intensive support. 

Speech and Language Centre (SLC)

Chris Readhead is the teacher in charge of the 
SLC, which is a county provision for children with 
a statement for specific speech and language 
impairment. There are 20 places for secondary 
school children who come from across the county. 
(There is only 1 other secondary SLC in Essex), so 
these students are the most in need of specialist 
speech and language support, most being in the first 
centile (or lower) for language scores. SLC provides 
assessment and teaching from specialist teachers 
and speech and language therapists. The students 
require varying levels of classroom support; some 
subjects require more support than others. Students 
also have individual and group work within the centre. 

“The SEN green paper, in an extended period of 
consultation, marks the biggest shake-up in SEN for 
30 years.  ‘Support and aspiration: A new approach 
to special educational needs and disability’ 
says life chances for the two million children in 
England with disability or identified with SEN are 
‘disproportionately poor’.  Young people with SEN 
are twice as likely not to be in education, training 
or employment than others.  The government feels 
that teachers have not always had the training to 
identify children’s needs or provide the right help.  
There is talk of ‘perverse incentives’ to over-identify 
children as having SEN, with the label perpetuating 
a culture of low expectations without the right 
support being put in place.  The government will 
be funding more training which includes online 
training materials focused on autism; dyslexia; 
behavioural, emotional and social difficulties; and 
speech, language and communication needs.  It is 
clear that excellent practice in the classroom is the 
key.  Schools are being encouraged to pioneer new 
approaches to teaching and learning. The updated 
Code of Practice will remove advice on using IEPs, 
encouraging schools to explore various approaches 
to help children with SEN fulfil their potential.”

Rachel Kelly, Senior Assistant Headteacher

Students’ difficulties may include:- 

• remembering what has just been said following 
instructions

• being easily confused by words with similar 
meanings or sounds

• slowness in responding to language
• being poor at acquiring and retaining vocabulary
• organising what they want to say and finding the 

right words
• conversation which may be either stilted or 

rambling
• selecting the correct sounds and putting them in 

the correct order when speaking
• other associated literacy difficulties
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A Student’s View - Speech and Language Centre 
Enhanced Provision

We are a group of year 11 students. We are riting to you 
to talk about our school and other schools around the 
country. We think a lot of students around the country 
need to be in a Speech and language centre. They 
need help with reding righting and our speech like a 
lot of us in notley high school Speech and language 
centre.

We have got a lot better sins we have been in a Speech 
and language centre like are reding righting and 
speech. If we had not come to Speech and language 
centre we word of not got no help with are reding we 
word of got rilly inbarist reding in frunt of people. I think 
a lot of us word of not got the coftrns to make frends 
because we word of fort that we was difrent to all of 
the uther students. We word of bin depressed and sad 
and we word of got boleyd because they word find you 
wird and sad and thick.  So that is why I think a lot of 
students of the country shored by in a Speech and 
language centre like all 20 of us in notley high school. 

We do different sort of courses to the rest of the 
school like GCSE English We do Entry level but it 
depends on the students abilities. We work together 
on communication. If we was in a normal school we 
would just sit in the corner not talking to anybody. In 
Slc we are forced to talk on interesting subjects so we 
don’t switch off or block out teacher’s voice. This gives 
us more confidence to talk to other people in school & 
out of school to people our age & adults. So we don’t 
panic if someone comes to talk to you like a Police 
officer you could say something inappropriate & get 
yourself in trouble.

The SLC concentrates on getting us ready to do well 
when we leave school so we don’t crash and panic. 
GCSE’s are not the main target for us students to get 
in school.

We do extra work experience to get us ready for the 
outside world. Most of us have been offered jobs in 
the work experience we have done unlike our friends 
in the actual school & some of them get kicked out 
because of their bad attitude towards work & people 
in the working environment.

We get taught how to speak to people & use the right 
words.

Lots of people think that working in the SLC is a doss 
because we are talking & not doing the same work as 
them. We have language targets we know what we 
can & can’t do.

The staffs in S.l.c. know our strengths & weaknesses 
so they won’t force us into something that we can’t do. 
They push us to the best of our ability they are more 
like a friend than a teacher so you grow more respect 
for them.

Before i came here i had the choice of this school or 
a different school with an s.l.c. I chose Notley high 
school because it has specially trained teachers than 
the other school. It also have a speech therapist which 
is important for children who have our problems.

 

Differentiation 

Visuals 
Mind Maps (rather than a blank sheet), large font size, drawings, diagrams, 

pictures, proformas, less space for writing (less intimidating) 

 

Reduced cognitive load 
Less writing, pictures in place of words on worksheets, 

lists instead of paragraphs fewer questions, simply 
phrased explanations and questions, hints and tips 

Clues 
Keywords given, cloze, words to choose from, 

sentence starters, underline text where the 
answers are,  examples and models given 

Kinaesthetic activities (easier than mentally manipulating information) 
Cutting and sticking, ordering a step by step plan, card sort, heads and 

tails 
 

Teaching and Learning Group-Differentiation

“We began by discussing why we thought 
differentiation was necessary and how it is done 
in lessons. There seems to be a lot of difference 
in what teachers do. It was felt that time is the 
greatest problem when differentiating – we just 
do not have enough time to consider all of the 
students and prepare separate resources.  We all 
trialled some different strategies for differentiating 
within lessons, pooled our successful ideas and 
produced a document with suggested strategies. It 
was very useful during this group to have the time 
to share ideas and prepare resources.”

Antony Cunningham, Catherine Dunton, Katherine 
Ede,  Chris Harris, Cathryn Kipling,  Catherine 
Moon, Nina Shirinian, Karen Wilcox

“All of our students are individuals. Working with 
Speech Language and Communication Needs 
(SLCN) students involves constantly adapting the 
curriculum to their particular needs and ensuring 
each and every student has access to a positive 
educational experience.”

Cathryn Kipling, Speech and Language Teacher
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“The new Teachers’ Standards, effective from 1 September 2012, explicitly place the responsibility on 
the classroom teacher to ‘set goals that stretch and challenge pupils of all backgrounds, abilities and 
dispositions.’  Section 5 of the Teachers’ Standards is about adapting teaching to respond to the strengths 
and needs of all students and states that teachers must ‘know when and how to differentiate appropriately, 
using approaches which enable pupils to be taught effectively.’  Mike Hardwick will be working closely with 
the Senior Leadership Team and Faculty Leaders to ensure that all members of staff recognise and fulfil 
their statutory responsibilities to students with additional or different needs and will continue to provide 
training opportunities to support staff in the classroom.”

Rachel Kelly, Senior Assistant Headteacher

National Mottoes

Match the word from a country’s motto to the correct definition:
 
Empire
Liberty
Equality
Fraternity
Union
Progress
Diversity
Motherland
Unity
Faith
Discipline

The variety of things
The training of people to obey rules 
Friendship and shared support within a group
Large group of states ruled by a single person 
Strong belief in a religion
Development towards an improved state
The state of being united or forming a whole
A society formed by people with same purpose
The state of being equal
The state of being free
The country a person is from

National Mottoes - SEN

Using a dictionary to help you, match the word from a country’s 
motto to the correct definition:
 
Empire
Liberty
Equality
Fraternity
Union
Progress
Diversity
Motherland
Unity
Faith
Discipline

The variety of things (d..)
The training of people to obey rules (d..)
Friendship and shared support within a group (f..)
Large group of states ruled by a single person (e..) 
Strong belief in a religion (f..)
Development towards an improved state (p..)
The state of being united or forming a whole (u..y)
A society formed by people with same purpose (u..)
The state of being equal (e..)
The state of being free (l..)
The country a person is from (m..)

Coastal deposition landforms. 
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Coastal deposition landforms. 
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Feature_________________________________________ 

 

Definition: Spits occur 
where the coastline 
changes d________ 
and the process of 
L_______S_______D___
continues forming new 
land where carried 
material is d__________. 
Example:___________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
_______ 

 

 

Definition: The same 
process forms 
t_________.  This time 
the material being 
transported is deposited 
along the entrance to a 
bay creating a b____ and 
a l___________. 
Example:___________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
_______ 

 

 

Definition: Created in 
the same way as a 
s____.  This time instead 
of heading to open 
water it joins the main 
land to an I__________.  
This new land is called a 
t___________.  
Example:___________
__________________
__________________
__________________

 

“Notley High School & Braintree 
Sixth Form is committed to 
providing a first class education 
to all the students who are on roll 
and enable everyone to make the 
very best of their own 
particular talents.”

Mike Hardwick ,Special 
Educational Needs and 
Disabilities Co-ordinator

“Our speech and language 
provision will have been running 
for 20 years in September. 

The provision has allowed 
children with severe difficulties to 
be part of a mainstream school 
and remain in their community 
(in the past they would have 
been sent away to a residential 
school).  I am always impressed 
by the amount of effort our 
students put into their learning. 
Even the simplest task for us, can 
be exhausting for children with 
SLCN. We all know ourselves 
how muddled, confused and 
frustrated we become when trying 
to make ourselves understood 
when travelling abroad trying to 
use a different language!”

Chris Readhead, Speech and 
Language Centre Co-ordinator 
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During the academic year 2009-2010 as the final year of Cathryn Kipling’s MEd, Cathryn carried out a small 
research project on how well the SLC students are able to access the curriculum and the effect this has on 
them. An evaluation of the strategies required to enable secondary students with severe speech, language and 
communication needs to access mainstream classes.

Abstract

Inclusion of secondary students with severe speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) involves 
more than placing them in mainstream classrooms if they are to retain self-esteem, prevent later mental health 
problems and allow them to become healthy, successful adults. 

The present study looked at strategies to enable 17 students who attend an enhanced provision for SLCN to 
access mainstream classes with their peers. Students and learning support assistants trialled and evaluated a 
range of strategies, which were combined with direct work on the students’ self-esteem.

Two students completed a measure of self-esteem, a lesson questionnaire and the Strengths and Difficulties 
Questionnaire before and after the interventions. Improvements were seen on all measures.

It was felt that the strategies of simplifying teachers learning objectives, using visual aids and making 
students’ successes explicit were effective strategies, combined with direct self-esteem work. The students 
were more confident and less stressed. Further differentiation of the curriculum and continued development of 
these strategies would support student access. 

The SLC staff have continued to simplify many of the teachers’ learning objectives giving each student an 
objective that they can achieve in the lesson and making their successes explicit. This is still a successful 
strategy for these students as they can then achieve success in most lessons. The SLC students are a very 
small minority of the total students in the school, but the same strategies would support many other students. 

Differentiation: INSET Day July 2011

Training session on INSET day looked at reasons for differentiation and strategies.  Selections of 
differentiated resources were looked at to demonstrate how this could work in different subjects.

DO YOU RECOGNISE THESE BEHAVIOURS? 

Uncooperative and challenging 
Surly 
Unmotivated 
Odd or strange 
Lack of honesty 
Aggressive 
The 7 Deadly Sins (Kate Ripley)* 

DO YOU RECOGNISE THESE BEHAVIOURS? 
 Uncooperative and challenging Limited 

understanding can be interpreted as defiance. By 
KS3 a pattern of not expecting to understand can 
lead to inappropriate behavioural responses. 
Difficulties understanding the rules of the 
classroom/playground may have implications for 
relationships with peers and adults.  

 Surly Anticipation that they will be misunderstood 
or say something wrong. 

 Unmotivated Years of facing learning challenges 
without success. 
 

DO YOU RECOGNISE THESE BEHAVIOURS? 
 Odd or Strange: Difficulties processing spoken 

language.  
 Lack of honesty: Positive strategy if you don’t 

understand is to say yes and smile. Or agree with 
or repeat what another student has said. 

 Aggressive: Delayed language more likely to 
continue to attempt to control their environment by 
physical means – like a toddler. 

 

WHY? 
 All students have the right to be able to achieve 

something every lesson. 
 Progress – from where they are. 
 Self-esteem-mental health. Constant failure is a 

huge risk factor to self-esteem and later mental 
health issues. 

 Behaviour – engaged students behave better. 
 Not all students can access work aimed at age 

appropriate levels.  

WHAT? 
 

 Differences in learners are accommodated so that 
all students have the best possible chance of 
learning. 

 It is the strategies not the objectives that achieve 
differentiation. 
 

HOW? 
 Appropriate Learning Objective - level 1/2 
 Different ways of giving information – not much reading/listening, 

more pictures, discovering, doing.  Font Size 
 Different ways of recording- pictures, completing, sticking, taking 

photos 
 Chunks – break the work up into manageable pieces 
 Use clear, simple language for instructions 
 Visual/written support for instructions 
 Visuals – pictures, videos, Widgit 
 Be explicit – Learning outcomes more concrete than Learning 

Objectives 
 Stick to your Outcome - what is it you actually want them to 

learn? 
 Extra time - it is better to actually learn 1 thing than rush through 

5 things that are less likely to be well understood 
 National Curriculum versus Child Centred Learning 

 

*Reference: Ripley, K www.afasicengland.org.uk/download/193/


